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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality 
of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on March 21, 2005 has been entered. 



Double Patenting 

A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds 
its support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101, which states that "whoever 
invents or discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent 
therefor ..." (Emphasis added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this 
context, means an invention drawn to identical subject matter. See Miller v. 
Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 1 14 USPQ 330 
(CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be 
overcome by canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer 
coextensive in scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a 
double patenting rejection based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claims 13 and 62 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a 

substantial duplicate of claims 1 1 and 60 respectively. When two claims in an 

application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both cover 

the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
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one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed 
claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6, 8, 35, 36, 56, 58 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
All of these claims recite "the best bingo card". It is unclear what makes a 
bingo card "the best". This is a subjective term and applicant has established 
no limits on what makes the card "the best". Therefore, one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not know what types of cards would be considered "the best" and 
therefore the claim is indefinite. 

The following is a quotation of the fourth paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

A claim in dependent form shall contain a reference to a claim previously set forth and 
then specify a further limitation of the subject matter claimed. 

Claim 54 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, fourth paragraph, for failing to 
limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Claim 54 states"... including 
means for automatically starting a new session of bingo games... " This 
limitation was recited in claim 1 on which claim 54 depends. Claim 1 states 
"...automatically re-enabling said generating of random numbers to initiate at 
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least one event selected from the group consisting of (a) a new bingo game in 
said session and (b) a new bingo session... " Therefore, claim 54 does not 
further limit claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 9, 15, 16, 20-22, 27, 30, 31, 33, 37, 39, 40, 44-46, 51 
and 54-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Fioretti, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,351,970 in view of Moore et aL, U.S. Patent No. 6,729,959 Bl. See 
103 rejection below. Fioretti discloses a system and computer implemented 
method of playing a sequence of bingo in a first bingo session. The data 
processing means is a computer. A data processing means stores a plurality of 
bingo cards and generates statements having informational data thereon. The 
data corresponds to one or more of the bingo cards. A printer is in 
communication with the data processing means for printing the generated 
statements (See Fioretti Figs. 2 & 3; col. 9 lines 31-64). A means is used to 
automatically generate random numbers. The means to generate random 
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numbers is in communication with the processing means such that 
automatically generated random numbers are communicated to the data 
processing means (See Fioretti col. 14 lines 5-8). The data processing means 
determines whether one or more of the bingo cards correspond to a winning 
card by comparing the stored bingo cards with each of the numbers generated 
and storing a status of each bingo card as the numbers are generated. The 
means to generate random numbers being automatically disabled by the data 
processing means in response to the determination of one or more winning 
bingo cards by the data processing means (See Fioretti col. 8 lines 4-10; col. 13 
lines 55-64; col. 14 lines 20-37). Since the system of Fioretti sequences 
through the bingo games within a session it is implicit that the data processing 
means further automatically re-enables the generating of random numbers to 
initiate at least one event selected from the group consisting of (a) a new bingo 
game in the session and (b) a new bingo session (See Fioretti col. 8 lines 34-45; 
col. 10 lines 25-34). A means is used to notify players of the status of the 
stored bingo cards corresponding to the generated statements (See Fioretti col. 
10 lines 35-45) [claims 1, 30, 54, 56-67]. The data processing means is a 
microprocessor (See Fioretti Fig. 3; col. 13 lines 59-61) [claims 2, 31]. The 
means to automatically generate random numbers is a random number 
generator integrated in a microprocessor (See Fioretti col. 14 lines 9-12) [claim 
3]. The means to notify the players of the status of their statements is a 
monitor, viewable by the players in communication with the data processing 
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means (See Fioretti col. 10 lines 35-45 & Richardson, Patent No. 5,072,381 Fig 
4) [claims 5, 33]. The data processing means has a computer network having 
one or more point of sale terminals (See Fioretti Fig. 2) [claims 9, 37]. Upon 
determination of one or more winning bingo cards, the data processing means 
further determines a prize associated therewith (See Fioretti col. 8 lines 15-20) 
[claims 15, 39]. The first session comprises at least two bingo games in 
sequence, each sequential bingo game initiated upon the occurrence of one or 
more predetermined events, the occurrence enabling the means to generate 
random numbers (See Fioretti col. 5 lines 54-55; col. 7 lines 16-20; col. 8 lines 
34-45; col. io lines 25-29) [claims 16, .40]. The data processing unit further 

r 

validates the statements upon presentation by comparing stored informational 
data corresponding to the statements with the information printed on the 
statements (See Fioretti col. 1 1 lines 22-35, 50-55) [claims 20, 44]. The 
information printed on the statements is includes an identification code (See 
Fioretti col. 9 lines 50-52) [claims 21, 45]. The information printed on the 
statements includes a verification code (See Fioretti col. 9 lines 50-52) [claims 
22, 46]. A cashier terminal is in communication with the data processing unit. 
The cashier terminal includes a monitor for displaying an outcome 
corresponding to the printed statements (See Fioretti col. 9 lines 31-64) [claims 
27, 51]. It no games remain in the session, automatically initiating a new 
session of bingo games (See Fioretti col. 10 lines 25-30) [claim 55]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14, 17-19, 38, 41-43, 50, 63 and 67 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fioretti, U.S. Patent No. 
5,351,970. Fioretti discloses a point of sales terminal including a monitor for 
displaying a current status of at least one statement (See Fig. 2). Fioretti lacks 
in disclosing that the payout value associated with a statement is displayed. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to display the payout value associated with a game or card 
[claims 14, 38, 63, 67]. By displaying the payout that a player could win, the 
player may be more inclined to play the game or may be further excited by the 
game and therefore enjoy it more by knowing how much money they could win 
on the game. Fioretti lacks in disclosing that the predetermined event for 
starting a next game is a predetermined time, completion of a previous game or 
a predetermined number of sales of bingo cards. At the time the invention was 
made, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have the predetermined event for starting a next 
game be a predetermined time, completion of a previous game or a 
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predetermined number of sales of bingo cards [claims 17-19, 41-43] because 
Applicant has not disclosed that these events provide an advantage, is used for 
a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the 
art, furthermore, would have expected Fioretti's invention, to perform equally 
well with any event starting the next game since. Therefore, it would, have been 
prima facie obvious to modify Fioretti to obtain the invention as specified in the 
claims because such a modification would have been considered a mere design 
consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over the prior art of Fioretti. 

Fioretti discloses that the point of sale terminals include a data 
processing means that generates and prints one or more statements each 
including an identification and verification number (See Fioretti col. 9 lines 31- 
64). The data processing means displaying on a monitor an outcome 
corresponding to the statement upon first inputting the identification number 
(See Fioretti col. 12 lines 13-27) [claim 50]. Fioretti lacks in separately 
inputting both an identification and verification number. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to require players to input two 
numbers, i.e. identification and a verification number in order to validate a 
winning card [claim 50]. By requiring two numbers instead of one, an extra 
security measure is in place and players will have a more difficult time trying to 
forge two numbers. 

Claims 1-5, 9, 14-22, 27, 30-33, 37-46, 50, 51, 54-56, 63 and 67 are 
alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
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Fioretti, U.S. Patent No. 5,351,970 in view of Moore et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,729,959 Bl. Fioretti discloses all of the limitations mentioned above but 
does not specifically express automatically re-enabling the generating of 
random numbers to initiate a new game; however, the Examiner believes this 
limitation to be implicit in Fioretti. However, if one determines that it is not 
implicit, the limitation is clearly obvious in view of Moore. Moore teaches of a 
system to implement a bingo game in which the data processing means 
automatically re-enables the generating of random numbers to initiate at least 
one event selected from the group consisting of (a) a new bingo game in the 
session and (b) a new bingo session (See Moore Fig. 7; col. 6 lines 17-32; col. 
1 1 lines 17-30) [claim 1], It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have the data processing means 
automatically re-enable the generation of random numbers and initiate a new 
game. By automatically conducting the bingo game, the games can be played 
at faster paces and one does not need to hire any operators in order to conduct 
the bingo game; therefore, it is simpler and easier for the casino to implement 
an automated game. 

Fioretti lacks in disclosing a bingo ball hopper. Moore teaches of a 
means for automatically generating random numbers is through the use of a 
bingo ball hopper (See Moore col. 8 lines 57-64) [claims 4, 32]. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use a bingo ball hopper to select the numbers for the game. Bingo ball 
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hoppers are well known throughout the art as a way to select random numbers 
and it is obvious to use them in order to get a random selection of numbers 
that is visible to the player. 

Claims 6-8, 34-36, 56, 57, 58, 65 and 66 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fioretti (alternatively in view of 
Moore et al.), in further view of Kellen, U.S. Patent No. 6,645,072 Bl. 
Fioretti lacks in disclosing displaying "the best bingo card". Kellen teaches of a 
bingo device in which a monitor displays a statement identification code 
corresponding to the best bingo card (See Kellen col. 3 lines 45-49; Fig. 1) 
[claims 6, 35, 58, 66]. The monitor displays one or more of the bingo cards 
closest to achieving bingo (See Kellen col. 3 lines 45-49; Fig. 1) [claims 7, 34, 
56, 57, 65]. The monitor displays the numbers needed to be generated for a 
best bingo card to achieve bingo (See Kellen col. 3 lines 45-49; Fig. 1) [claims 8, 
36]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to display the 
cards that are closest to winning bingo. By viewing these cards, the player can 
watch in anticipation as the next number is called and can visually see if they 
are about to win bingo. By only viewing the cards closest to winning bingo, a 
player can focus his attention on those cards and not have to be bothered with 
cards that are not likely to win. 

Claims 10-13, 26, 59, 60-62 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fioretti (alternatively in view of Moore 
et al.) in further view of Barcelou, U.S. Patent No. 6,048,271. Fioretti 
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discloses that the point of sale terminals include a data processing means that 
generates and prints one or more statements each including an identification 
and verification number (See Fioretti col. 9 lines 31-64). The data processing 
means displaying on a monitor an outcome corresponding to the statement 
upon first inputting the identification number (See Fioretti col. 12 lines 13-27) 
[claim 26]. Fioretti lacks in separately inputting both an identification and 
verification number. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to require players to input two numbers, i.e. identification and a verification 
number in order to validate a winning card [claim 26]. By requiring two 
numbers instead of one, an extra security measure is in place and players will 
have a more difficult time trying to forge two numbers. 

Fioretti discloses that the point of sale terminal has a printer but lacks in 
disclosing more specific peripheral devices. Barcelou teaches of a point of sale 
terminal that includes a magnetic/ smart card reader, a barcode reader, a bill 
acceptor, a printer, a bill dispenser, a touchscreen and a keyboard (See 
Barcelou Figs. 1, 2a; col. 4 lines 5-8; col. 5 lines 26-43; col. 6 lines 48-55) 
[claims 10-13, 59-62, 64]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to include any or all of these peripheral devices on the point of sale 
terminal of Fioretti. By using these peripheral devices, which are all well 
known throughout the art, the player can easily purchase or redeem bingo 
cards from a point of sale terminal. The peripheral devices make accessing a 
player's account or record easier. 
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Claims 23, 24, 47 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Fioretti (alternatively in view of Moore et al.), in 
further view of Wei et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,398,646 Bl. Fioretti lacks in 
disclosing printing a player tracking number or players name on the card. Wei 
teaches of a bingo game in which information printed on the statement 
includes a player tracking number and the player's name (See Wei Fig. 5; col. 2 
lines 25-59) [claims 23, 24, 47, 48]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the 
player's tracking number or the player's name on the statement so that if the 
statement were to be lost, it could be accurately returned to the proper owner. 
By including this information on a statement, the statement can be properly 
associated with a player. 

Claims 25, 28, 29, 49, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Fioretti (alternatively in view of Moore et al.), 
in further view of Tawil, U.S. Patent No. 5,951,396. Fioretti lacks in 
disclosing barcodes printed on the statement. Tawil teaches of bingo cards in 
which at least portions of the information printed on the statement is in the 
form of a barcode (See Tawil Fig. 2) [claims 25, 49]. The data processing means 
of Tawil scans identification and verification codes printed on the statement to 
retrieve the results of the bingo cards corresponding to the statements (See 
Tawil col. 5 lines 33-36) [claims 28, 52]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have information 
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in barcode form. Barcodes are easily scannable by barcode readers and do not 
leave room for human error in inputting the code to a computer for verification. 
Furthermore, barcodes can represent information in a non-human readable 
format to provide greater security. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to have an operator override the data processing means 
and manually enter the identification and verification codes [claims 29, 53]. It 
is well known throughout the art for some barcodes to be wrinkled or not 
readily scannable and an operator can manually input the code into a 
computer. By allowing a manual override, unforeseen problems that may 
occur when bar codes are not capable of being scanned can be avoided. 

Response to Amendment 

It has been noted that claims 56-67 have been amended. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed March 21, 2005 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Fioretti does not teach 
automatically starting the next game. The Examiner disagrees and notes that 
it is implicit that Fioretti automatically starts the next game since it downloads 
a bingo schedule and sequences through the set of bingo games (See Fioretti 
col. 5 lines 53-5; col. 10 lines 25-29). However, if it is determined that Fioretti 
does not automatically start the next game, the Examiner notes that it would 
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have been obvious to in view of Moore et al. which clearly shows that a bingo 
session can be implemented automatically. The Examiner further notes that 
the concept of making something "automatic" is an obvious improvement as 
decided by case law. In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 
1 958) The court held that broadly providing an automatic or mechanical means 
to replace a manual activity which accomplished the same result is not 
sufficient to distinguish over the prior art. 

The Examiner further notes that numerous patents to Richardson were^ 
incorporated by reference into the patent of Fioretti. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Julie K. Brocketti whose telephone 
number is 571-272-4432. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 
8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 



9197 (toll-free). 




Julie K Brocketti 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3713 



